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The definitive guide to all 239 species of woodpecker.This book follows closely the successful
field guide format of Owls of the World, published by Firefly Books Ltd. and praised by Science
Books and Film (among others) in a starred review:"The highlights of Owls of the World are the
stunning photographs used to illustrate each species as well as the introductory section... a
valued addition as a reference for bird enthusiasts and libraries."Booklist praised Owls of the
World for its "good value and quality for the price," and Choice remarked that it "should become
a standard reference" on the species.Woodpeckers of the World is the first definitive guide to all
239 species of woodpecker. Beautiful color photographs of male, female and juvenile
woodpeckers taken in their natural habitat reveal the birds' coloring, markings, and sexual
dimorphism.Detailed text looks at general woodpecker biology, followed by 239 detailed species
accounts. Identification notes are followed by brief entries on food, voice, drumming, habitat,
status, distribution, geographic variation and confusion species. Each entry features at least two,
usually three, high-quality photographs showing an adult male, an adult female and a juvenile. In
all, more than 700 carefully selected images highlight identification criteria. Each species entry
also contains an accurate range map.Woodpeckers, an order that includes some of the oldest
avian lineages, are one of the most popular families of birds, and they are certainly one of the
more unusual. Their ability to excavate holes in wood is legendary. The family ranges from the
tiny piculets of tropical forests to the mighty Imperial Woodpecker of Mexico, sadly now extinct.
In between, there is a considerable variety of species inhabiting forests and woodlands on all
continents except Australasia and Antarctica.Woodpeckers of the World is an informative, fact-
filled and beautifully illustrated guide to a group beloved by all birders.

Naturalist and woodpecker expert Gorman examines 239 species in this splendid survey... The
guide begins with a brief introduction to all things "woodpecker," including taxonomy,
distribution, anatomy, flight, food and foraging. More detailed species accounts follow. The
book's design and organization are superb; it's profusely illustrated but not cluttered. Smaller
plates depict male and female color morphs, as well as adult and juvenile plumage. Wonderfully
sharp images of nestlings in tree cavities and birds with insect prey are noteworthy... The fine
photographic array of what are surely some of the planet's most exquisite creatures will engage
both advanced and casual birders. (Publishers Weekly 2015-03-16)Our post-modern world of
relatively cheap international air travel and affordable telephoto lenses has made photographic
guides to various groups of birds possible. However, travel and photography don't guarantee a
quality book. Intelligent book design, subject expertise, thorough research, and concise writing
are required, qualities that are immediately obvious in the excellent Woodpeckers of the World:
A Photographic Guide, making it a model to which a new generation of bird photo-guide



compilers can aspire... The photographs are crisp, the colours are brilliant and true, the editing is
top notch, and the prose is succinct. The only extravagance is an attractive one: each genus is
introduced by a full page photograph of a representative species. The author urges anyone with
new information about woodpeckers to contact him at the publishers, so that future editions of
this outstanding work can be updated. Highly recommended. (Chris Siddle Wildlife Afield,
Biodiversity Centre for Wildlife 2014-06-01)Woodpeckers are truly among the most captivating
groups of birds. A comprehensive new photographic guide, Woodpeckers of the World, by
Gerard Gorman, capitalizes on this interest by treating each of the world's 239 woodpecker
species individually, with detailed information provided about each, covering different aspects of
their life history. Within each species account, usually two or three photos are shown, most of
which are are absolutely stunning. Alongside these are brief sections exploring field marks,
vocalizations, drumming, status, habitat, range, taxonomy, similar species, and foraging. Within
these pages, we learn just how astoundingly diverse the family Picidae really is.... Discovering all
of this variety is the real joy of flipping through the pages of this book.... Introductory sections are
all narrative, and make for great reading.... But the pictures are the real draw of this book, and
what really make it worth owning. The photographs are beautiful, and wonderfullyillustrate the
incredible diversity of woodpeckers... Across the over 750 photos there's plenty of variety to
salivate over. Considering the number of woodpecker species that are still difficult to access, or
are simply not well understood, it's easy to see that this book was a huge and impressive
undertaking. Most birders, no matter how ambitious, will only ever see a fraction of these
species in real life; those who share my fascination with this family will want to check out
Woodpeckers of the World, and start fantasizing about what they're missing. (Nicholas Martens
Hipster Birds 2014-09-04)About the AuthorGerard Gorman is an ornithology author specializing
in woodpeckers. He founded Probirder birding and touring company more than 20 years ago,
and has traveled to five continents in search of woodpeckers, especially his favorites, the picids.
His books include the acclaimed handbook, Woodpeckers of Europe, and The Black
Woodpecker. He also maintains blogs on all world woodpeckers.
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Jack Holloway, “Highly attractive photos show nearly all species. THE BASICShardcover; covers
all 239 species of woodpeckers in the world; 722 good color photographs show all but five of the
species; this is a photographic and natural history guide but not purely an identification guide;
text on each bird addresses description, status, habitat, range, food & foraging, vocalizations,
drumming, and taxonomy; a large range map for each bird shows the general distribution across
the regionTHE REVIEWThis is an attractive book where the highlight of its contents is the
collection of 722 color photographs that make up this thick book. This is the first photographic
book to address all 239 species of woodpeckers in the world. However, it should be pointed out
that 5 species are not shown (Rusty-necked Piculet, Yellow-faced Flameback, and the Atlantic,
Ivory-billed, and Imperial Woodpeckers).The book is arranged into "chapters" with one chapter
focusing on a Genus. It was a nice artistic touch to start each chapter with a full page,
impressive photo of one member of that Genus. There are many spectacular photographs
throughout the chapters, such as the Okinawa and Crimson-crested Woodpeckers. Except for
five species with only one photo, all the others are shown with 2-5 photographs which depict
both the male and female when differences occur. Only a few of the birds have photos that show
the various subspecies. Hopefully, this book will drive further photography of some of the lesser
known birds. Although most of the photos are good, a few species (e.g., Balem, Red-collared,
and Southern Sooty Woodpeckers) need improved photographs.A medium-sized to large range
map accompanies each bird. For those species that migrate, a 3-color system is used to denote
summer, winter, and resident. The maps do a good job of showing the general ranges of the
bird in the region. However, the maps show only the outlines of the continents and not of any of
the countries. Consequently, the range of some birds such as the Rusty-necked Piculet or the
Strickland's Woodpecker is a little vague if you are trying to find out exactly where this bird can
be found. On the flip side for islands such as The Philippines, Indonesia, or Sri Lanka, many of
the maps do zoom on the specific area of where the bird is located.Each of the 239 species
receives between one-half and a full page of text. The topics given for most birds include the
following: Identification, Vocalizations, Drumming, Status, Habitat, Range, Taxonomy, Similar
Species (for some birds), and Food & Foraging. The longer sections tend to be Identification,
Vocalizations, and Taxonomy.The Identification section might be more aptly named
"Description". This material describes the bird in good detail; however, this description often
does not identify or separate the bird from another woodpecker since multiple birds can often
share some of the same elements of the description. To help distinguish one species from
another, the section on Similar Species is used for some of the birds and contains brief,
additional notes on the identifying characteristics.The author has done a good job on the
Vocalizations section, sometimes offering a full paragraph to describe the variety of calls the
species might make. The descriptions use both effective adjectives in tandem with written
patterns such as "fast, loud, staccato kuk-ki-ki-ki-ki-ke-ku-kuk" or "chattering yeh-yeh-yeh and



weaker wiii notes".I appreciate the additional section on Taxonomy and Variation given for many
of the birds. This section provides a quick review on the several subspecies that may be
involved, comments on being part of a superspecies, and, briefly describes some of the
plumage variations.This book is a photographic guide and can be used to help learn and maybe
even identify most of the woodpeckers. However, for anyone wondering how to use this book, I
would not call it an identification guide. The photos are good but do not show all the plumage
variations; and, the text is geared towards giving an overall natural history account for the bird
aided with detailed descriptions. Regardless, this is great book to have since it is the only
photographic guide to include all woodpecker species on the planet and is replete with great
photography. -- (written by Jack at Avian Review with sample pages, July 2014)”

Karen Swanson, “Outstanding photos and information about woodpeckers of the world !. I live
very close to a forest and have several different kinds of woodpeckers on my nine feeders.. I love
this excellent book!”

Mike B., “Lots of pictures and interesting information.. We have a family of peckers that we feed
daily and wanted more info. Great book with lots of facts.”

Katrien Van Lerberghe, “The most complete book about woodpeckers I've seen yet .. I like the
nice , clear photos of all those different kinds of woodpecker . The book is also user- friendly .
When you open the book you get the contents , then the general Taxonomy , Distribution ,
Anatomy , habitat , behavior , breeding etc of woodpeckers . Then comes the species accounts
with the page where you can find that particular species . You get a clear photo of the
woodpecker , if possible a male and a female , with a small map of his / her range , and a very
good description of what they look like and what they sound like , status , habitat , range ,
taxonomy , similar species and food requirements . I bought the book for the pictures ,for I love
woodpeckers , the rest is a bonus for me . But for a biology student or anyone interested in
birds , this book must be a slice of heaven .”

Hernán Tolosa, “Superb guide. A very beautiful book, with excellent print quality, paper first
class.Texts and maps are concise with good information. Could be useful maps would have
added the political division for a greater understanding of the area, not to see the country
borders a little difficult to know where species are distributed.The photos in general are great,
especially the most famous or distributed species; however rare species living in sparsely
populated areas, especially the forests have pictures that are not the best, but I'm an amateur
wildlife photographer and I understand the difficulty of obtaining them at those sites.In short,
highly recommended a book for lovers of birds, especially if you have a preference for
woodpeckers”

rooster, “Interesting.... Informative and love the pics...”



hilljack13, “Great book. Wonderful full color photos of woodpeckers from all over the world. I
enjoyed learning about all the many species that are out there and how similar some of these
species are as well as the vast diversity of them. I would recommend this book to any bird lover,
especially for those that like woodpeckers.”

Catherine Carroll, “Highly recommend. I wrote a full review on my blog and have copied the
review link below. If you don't wish to read my review, I'll just say that this is a beautiful book and
I highly recommend it.http://intothewoodsandelsewhere.blogspot.com/2014/07/book-review-
woodpeckers-of-world.htmlI now realize that Amazon won't allow my blog link to be opened
here. Makes sense. If you wish to read my full review, just copy and paste the link into your
browser.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great bird family to get to know better. A worldwide overview of this bird
family with beautiful pictures depicting each species very well. Splendid purchase.”

Édson Possidônio Teixeira, “Excelente guia de campo.. Livro de excelente qualidade científica.
Muito boas imagens, o que auxilia muito na identificação das espécies mesmo para quem não é
especialista no assunto. O mapa de distribuição da espécie muito importante. Abordagem dos
aspectos taxonômicos muito bom.Recomendável para todos aqueles que gostam de aves, seja
amadores, professores, experts.”

Sally C, “Great book!. Fantastic photography. Really interesting if you have never seen
woodpeckers from other countries. Worth the money!!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Très bon livre !!!. Super de bons renseignements...Un Must”

Fred Caillou, “Five Stars. Very nice!”

The book by Gerard Gorman has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 38 people have provided feedback.
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